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Vam autem im tem | | | 


lo Divz Mariz concionem | 

abuerir, quam latine, quzm 1 

. compre,quam Theologic e,me lillente IÞ- | 
{a loqueturOratio, cuius exemplum mu. g 1! 
tilum, vr potui, aliqantulum recognitum 
& correQius exhibere malui,quam omni- 
no ſupprimere, que & Concionatores 
mulra vtiliter commoniaciat, & progra- | 
du Baccalaureatus ſuſcepto recitata yide= 
detur, Verbis ex 1.Per.q.deſumpris, do- 
mica intra Octau, Aſcenſionis, 
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But what manner of Sermon hee 
made in S, Paries Church, in how ex- 
cellent Latine hce made it, how finely x 
how like a Diuine he did it, his matter 
ſhall ſhewe notwtchſtanding J holde mp 


mp 


peace, thevnperfecte example whete6f, 
deing as well as J couly ſomewhat per- 
uſep and amended, J had rather ſet oute, 
then altogicher ſuppzeſſe it oz keepe it 
backe, which p2oficably putteth in mind 
an» warneth Pzeachers of many things 
and ſcemeth to have benpzeached when 
be coke his degree of Bacheler in Diuts | 
nitie,the wozdes being takenouts 
pfthe firſt Epiſkle of Peter the 
4.Chapiter,vpon the Son- 
pap within the Dctas 
uois of the 
aſcenſis 
on. 


el learned 


" Alearnedand Godly Ser- 

| > mon, made in the Latine tongue, in S. 

4 Mariesin Oxenford, yppon the Sonday 

after the Aſcention,in the raigne of Ki [ 
Edwarde the ſixt, by the famous and I 


excellent (learke eMaiſter Tucl, 


late Biſhop of Sarisburie, and done LE 
into Engliſhe by R. V. | 


Ifanic man ſpeake, 3 | »,, 
The text < lethim talke as the 


\ woordes of GOD, I +77: 


| 
 Rethren beloued in Chriſte 7 \ 4 
[b) ,?* haue choſen theſe wordes chiefclic Wi! 
; 4, oure of that Epiſtle of S. Peter, | 
y | which are accuſtomed to bee read 
—-4 ynto the people this daie, becaule, 
that whereas I mult preache in Latine according 1 
to the cuſtome of this place and time, the ſame in 
mine opinion ſeemed to belong properly to this 
' aſſembly. The which, that they mate be plaine;; 
lier and better vnderſtande of you all, I muſt re- 
eate a fewe woordes from the beginning of this 
whole Epiſtle, Wherefore we muſt call to mind, 
becauſe 1n thoſe firſte rimes, Chriſtian Religion 
was ſhutte out every where,as pernitious to mens 
ſoules,and an infeftion of common wealthes,ar:d 
that it ſeemed grearc godlinefle ro roore out the 
bringers in of newe Religion , leaſt (1 ſaic) char 
B, Chri- 
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Chriſtian men and thoſe that were godlie,ſhould 
in that ſeaſon vtterlic be diſcouraged, and caſt a- 
way a!l hope : Saint Peter doth ſo inſtru them 
with this Epiſile , that they ſhoulde conſider no 
newe of ynwonted thing to have happened, that 
Chriſt hirſclſe hath ſuffered farre eebet and 
vnworthier thinges, that they ſhould not be faint 
harted, laſtly that the wayeto glorie 1s by aff]ic- 
nons and croſles. 

And to that purpoſe he warneth the people b 
themſclues and the Biſhops alſo, what belonger 
ro cache of them to take heede of, Concerning 
that which belongerh ynto the people, he ſaith 
that they haue ſpent tyme ynough before vppon 
ar rw ogy frat now they ou ght to change 
thr life with their Religion, 

That godlineſle is placed , not in outwarde 
ſhew and tvtles, bur in ſoundnelle of lite,and in- 
necencie of manners. That itis an ill thing with 
mouth and tongue onelye :o worſhip God , and 
ro Cjve our mind and ſoule to (worllip) the De- 
ll, and to diſagree from Idolators, not in life & 
manners, but in wardes and proftefhon (onelie.) 
And becauſe they had departed from the moſte 
auncicnt Ordinaunces and Lawes of their forefa- 
thers& that they being but a fewe had ſtirred all 
kind of mcn againſt them, he warneth them that 
they yet would in all kind of duties praQtife cha- 
rity among themſclues,one toward another,Jealt 
they ſhould be deuided at any time byany diflen« 
:;0n of mindes @r ſtudies. That ghus 35 onclye the 
xoken 
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roken of Teſus Chriſte, whereby the boundſlanes 
of the Dewill maye bee knowne from the Chil- 
dren of God. That (o it ſhal come to paſle ſhort- 
Iye , thatall thewholc worlde ſhall Imbrace the 
Goſpell and the heauenlye doftrine, and that rhe 
enemies and the haters of the crofle of Chriſte, 
whom godlineſlc could not moue, may through 
ſhame be ouercome , aad returne to therrſclues. 
And the Biſhops he warneth that jn thoſe mot 
hard times they ſee to their office with all d1li- 
gence and care, and that they laoke about them 
diligently that the Congregation take no harme. 
And thar it is not a ſporting matter , but a verye 


reate burthen that they haue taken vpon them. * 


d therefore if they preache at any time ro the 
people , that they peaks as the woordes of God, 
and that they ſo bchaue themſeues, that others 
whiche heare them, maye thinke that they heare 
not men, bur the mellengers and Interpreters of 
the word of God. This is the portion of ſcripture 
chat 1 iudged moſt fir for this time and place. 
For becauſe therfore that partly weare entred jr;» 
ro the holye miniſteric, and partly,asT hope, we 
haue alreadye direted our courle of our ſtudies 
ro that poinr, wee ſnall be ranghte in this place, 
how this heauenly office js to be garniſhed, thar 
our labour may in time to cove, bevery profi- 
table to the Church of God,& rhe holy ooſpel be 
moſte largelye {pred abroade. But that this maye 
bee done the more ordeilye, and Jeafte I fhoulde 
anger or goc out of courſe inmy ſpeakirge, 
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»Ffliinke it good to touche theſe three poyntes th 
- few words: Firſt, that a Preacher ſhoulde ſpeake: 


tkecondiye,whart hee ſhould ſpeake : thirdly, How 
hee ſhould ſpeak&:that it maye be vnderſtanded. 
Firſt,thar hee 15 ſcantely a good preacher, whiche 
never ſpeaketh ary thing to the Congregation, 
fecondly,thata Preacher muſte ſer forth ynto the 
people , not old wives fables , but the worde ot 
God, and laſt of all that that ſame worde of God 
muſt bee handled reverentlye,and worthylye, ac- 
cording to the digaitie of the matter . But that 
God almightic would lighten all your hartes and 

my veice with his holy ſpirite, & that ſome iruite 
may come hercof ynto vs all, I defyre of you thar 
you will helpe my weakenefle with your deyoute 
prayers. 

Firſt of all I commend vnto your devotion, the 
Vaiverſall Church of Chriſt diſperſed throaugh- 
oute the whole worlde, and as now it falleth our, 
in manye places miferably afflicted, and namelye 


: this our Church of England and Ireland, & in the 


ſame for our noble King Edward his Maicſty his 
mo{tnobleSiſters Marie and Elizabeth,the priuy 
Counſayle, the rulers Eccleſiaſtical and Political, 
& all the people of England, both Vnuverſitics,& 
chieflye,chi Vaiverſity ofOxenford,the Chaun- 
cclour,the Vicechaunceler, the Proctors,Robert 
Noruent Preſident of Corpus Chriſti Colledge, 
D >&tor Raynald, Maiſter of Merton Colledge & 
all the Scholers in both theſe Colledges. Ye ſhall 
gevethanks ynto God almighty, for King Henry 
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the ſeuenth and Henrye the eyght , Kinges of 
noble memory,for Humtrey Duke of Gloceſter, 
&c. that of his infini:e goodneſle he hath kind - 
led tholelightes to the nouriſhing of good let- 
ters and ſpreading abroad of Religion : Ard yee 
ſhall praye that it would pleaſe him to raiſe vp 0- 
thers hereafter like vnto theſe , and to gather vs 
all ro their ſocietic into the boſom of Abr:zham. 

Lethim that ſpeakerh ſpeake as the wordes 
of God. To the end rhat the pith of theſe wordes 
may the better be vnderſtanded, becauſe I muſte 
:ntreate both of Paſtors & before Paſtors, I haue 
vicd this devifion , to ſhewe firſt that a Paſtor 
ſhoulde ſpeake often, next of all that hee ſhoulde 
ſpeake our of the ho!y ſcriptures, laſt of all, that 
hce ſhould ſpeake gravely , and modeſtly accor- 
ding to the worthineſle of the matter, And ſure- 
ly concerning, the office of Paſtors , as yetl ſee 
nor ſufficently what 1 ſhould ſpeake or nor ſpeak. 
For to ſpeake that which hath bene before ſo of- 
ten ſpoken, were notonly harefull, burour of ſea- 
ſon : and to- {peake nothing of ſo great flouth, 8& 
daſtardie of our times,l am much afrayde mighr 
ſeeme to ſhewea ſluggard and a daſtard, Truely, 
in this caſe if the voyce of the immortall GOD 
might be heard, there were no neede at this time 
ofmy voice.For that I may ſay nothing beſide,al 
the ſcriptures do ſufficiently warne vs of our du- 
tic, God himſe!fte kath comanded nothing at any 
time, either more often,orels with more weigh- 
tie wordes, then that his people ſhouldbe inſtruc- 
tcd 


A vodly Sermon. 


ted ro know him, theryſelues, and godlyneſſe. 
Thou ſon of man, ſaith God, in Eſfaye, Crye and 
ccalle not,cric out aloude , lyfte vp thy voyce as 
atruinpet, and ſhewe vnto my people their wic- 
kedneſle. How oftdoth Chriſt crie,Go yee,teache 
ye,Prcache ye the Golpell to euerie creature. Wo 
vato mee ſayth the Prophet, becauſe I have kepte 
ſilence. Wo vnto me, Cob Paule, if Ipreach nor 
the Goſple. But ſuch1s either our ſecunntie or dain 
tineſle, beſide that wee have ſtopped our care a- 
gainſt wholeſome counſaile, that wee account it 
as a reproche,it a man warne vs of our dutie, Ne- 
ve ttheleſle whatſocuer it ſeemeth to vs, this hath 
ſcemcd ro Sod a helpe both very firme and very 
great to the making vp of his church. For ſo hath 
G OD brought ys out of darckeneſle into light, 
fo hath he reſtored vs being deade vnto life, foe 
hath he brought vs being priſoners and capriues 
out of hel into heauen,ſo hath he broken the po- 
wers of the Deuell,ſo hath he brought vs back a- 
aine into his owne power and dominion , ſo 
th he ſpread abroad the fame of his name into 
all landes . For it Chriſt,if the Apoſtels, if the 
Prophetes had held their peace, in what caſe had 
wee now bene in? what religion had there ben a- 
nyc where? wbat worſhip ot 5 OD hadde there 
bene? That wee bcholde the light,that we chaue 
eſcaped out of boundage,that wee are accounted 
and bee the ſonnes of God , all that ( aye) wee 
owevnto the preachinge ofthe worde of GOD. 
Lct ys not deccauc our {{lues bregheren, leg vs __ 
g- 
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deceaue our ſclues. Our matters are not ſo firme- 
ly eſtabliſhed, that they cannor fall. Except wee 
take heede, except wee looke abour, excepte wee 
purto ſtudie and diligence,all thinges will eaſely 
ſide and fall into their former eſtate . A Lawpe, 
excepre you put oyle oft init , will ſoone bee 
out. TheviQorie is kept cuen by ſuch meanes as 
it is gotten, For what engines doth nor the deuill 
now vſe, what craftes doth heenot practiſe, what 
waye doth he not take,to ouerthrow the Church 
of God? Hee keepeth ſcoutwatche alwayes, hee is 
neuer wericd, hee hath broughte in ſo manye vi- 
ces, ſo much ignorance,ſo great blindeneſſe, that 
there is no place in which a Preacher ought to be 
idle. And as, if the ſunne were taken awaye from 
the worlde, all thinges ſhould be left rs diſ- 
parkeled and confounded, fo if the voice of the 
Paſtor bce raken out of the Churche, religion is 
left ar fixe and ſeuen, it is left blind, troubled, all 
thinges are mingled with error, ſuperſtition and 
Idolatrie : of ſo great weight is it to be a fleward 
of the houſe of God. The Goſpell, religion,God- 
linefle, the health of the Church dependceth of vs 
alone. This is our office, this wee take vpon vs, & 
this wee profeſſe. And excepte wee do this wee do 
nothinge, wee ſcrue ro no vſe.Itis not ynough to 
know I wote not what leaning. The Deuils per- 
happes knowe more then any of vs all. It belon- 
geth vnto a Paſtor nor ſo muche to haue leain. d 
many thinges,asto haue tavglite muche . Let it 
ſhame vs,that the baſeſt kizde of men,cuen cob- 
lars 
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lars and Porters doe that whiche belongeth vnto 
thein, and wee whiche ought to gevelight to all 
other aridle and doenothing . For God woulde 
not have vs idle bellies, but hee woulde have vs 
both to be Interpreters of his mind, miniſters of 
leſus Chriſt, Arturneies of the people betorethe 
Lorde of Sabaoth, the lighte of tne worlde,Salte, 
Angels, and the ſonnes of GOD, and o to bee 
called : And wee are appointed to governe,not 
dumn ec Catrell,not wilde Beaſtes, but the locke 
of the Lorde, but the ſonnes of G OD , but the 
bretheren of Chriſte. It anye of thelc ſhall periſhe 
thorowe our defalt, his blood ſhall bee required 
at our handes.lt theſe thinges alone were ſt1]] ſer 
before vs, 1n our eyes and mindes , wee would 
not ſo caſte from vs carleſlie and vnaduiſedly the 
lategarde of our Bretheren and ot our ſclues, wee 
Kan. not ſo caſte from vs the blood of Chriſt. 
There is no cauſe why any ſhould ſay: We ſpeake 
to them that are deafe , the people giue no care, 
wee labour for them which are vathanketul, wee 
preuuile not, wee caſte that whiche 1s holye vnto 
Dogges, Wee giue Peatles to Swine. Wee know e& 
that otherwhule theſe thinges are truely ſpoken, 
and it greueth me FEnans. £4 that they bee {o 
truly ſpoken againſt thoſe that be chriſtian men. 
Yet for all this wee maye not thertore holde our 
peace, but ſpeake ſo muche the oftener, ſo muche 
the ſharper,ſo much the hotter, For looke howe 
muche the diſeaſe 15s more perilous, ſo muche the 
more ncedeth there a Phiſition. Neither can wee 
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inſtelye complaine of the peoples ſtubberneſle, 
while wee ourſclues doe all the while nothinge. 
Let vs do our indevour,and leaue the ſuccetle vn- 
to the Lorde. Then ſhal they,if they be of lo fro- 
warde a minde, that they will not heare, die in 
their owne l{inne . Burt there 1s no cauſe why wee 
ſhould be in difpaire of the peoples ſaluation.Go@ 
himſelfe huſbanded the Vine , whiche for Grapes 
broughte out wilde Grapes. G OD lumlclte hath 
all the daye long ſtretched out his handes ro a re. 
bellious and © verthw arte peopic. How ofte hath 
Chriſte hamfcltc layde:Terulalem, Icrufalem, how 
oft would I haue earl: ered togither thy Children, 
as the Henne oathereth 2opither her Chickens, 
whereas they turncd awaye their eares and w ould 
not heare? This maladie will catily bee taken a- 
waye,it the medicine therefore be v{ed. Lette vs 
bring torthe the I1ghre, and God will open their 
eyes: let vs bear at their cares, and God will g10e 
them a hart of flcſhe: Lervs ome the worde , and 
God will giue the ſpinite : let vs plante and water, 
and God in due time wil giuethe increaſe For as 
it 15 our dutie to inſtru the people with words, 
fo it belongeth roGod to 1oyne vnto his wordes, 
faith & force. Such is the ſtrength of the word of 
God thatto worke nothing or to profitte none, 
1t 15 not poſſible, Muche will fall inco the buſhes 
into the beaten waie,and among ſtones,yet ſome 
will fal into good ground and bring forth fruite. 
For looke as the raine commeth "downe from 
heauen , and returneth not thither againe, but 
moy-= 
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moyſteth and watereth the earth, and maketh it 
bring forth ,and giuerh ſeede to the ſower, and 
breade to him that eateteh:fo my worde, fayethe 
the Lorde, which goeth forth our of my mouth, 
ſhall not rerturne emptye vnto mee, but ſhall doe 
whatfoeuerl will. 
Bur'becauſc it is not ynough to ſpeake,ler vs now 
conſider that whiche in the leconde place I hauc 
promiſed,namely,whar is ro be ſpoken. For ſome 
otherwhile ſpeake , who had beene better haue 
helde their peace, otherſome while they makea 
noy{ and cric out with greate contention, ſpeake 
to no purpoſe. Wherefore regard muſt bee had, 
that wee neither ſpeake ynfruitefullye ne yet 
hurtefullye.For all thinges are not to bee kudled 
out in a ſermon before . a multtude, We muſte 
take care what the religious filence of the people 
what the reucrence of Te place, whar the greate- 
nefle of our office doe require. The truth muſic 
bee poken,nor lyes.theScriptures,not fables: the 
precepts of the higheſt god,& not the dreames of 
men:For reli1gton 13 to ordered not by our 1dg- 
ment, but by the worde of G OD. W herein it we 
ſhal hearken ro Moyſcs,or to the Prophets, or the 
Apoſtles, or Chriſte, or the Father himſclfe, wee 
ſhall not much goe our of the waye. For Moyles, 
whatſoeuer was to bce ſayde or done in fo great 
a wilderneſle, when heledd the people being ba- 
niſhed and wandering, by a ſauage and deferte 1c - 
ejon,alwayes a{xed connlatle at the Lord, heene- 
uer brovght them anything of his owne heade, 
The 
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The Prophets alwayes ſay,the worde of the Jorg, 
the viſion of the Lord, the voice of the Lord:tlus 
faith the Lord, heare the Lord. I,ſauth Paule, baue 
receaued my Goſpel not otman, neither by man: 
and againe, I knowe nothing bur leſus Chriſte, 
and the ſame crucified. Ani againe, ifan Angell 
from heauen ſhall tcach another gofpell then thar 
whiche you hauelearned,let kim be curſed, chriſt 
faith, all thinges whiche I hane hcarde of my 
Father,I have deliuered vnto vou:and,preach you 
faith he,not whatſocuer ſhall come an your head, 
bur the goſpell to all creatures:and , when as the 
Phariſes & Saduces had moued the queſtions of 
diuorcemente, and the reſurre&ticon of the deade 
yvntolife,he neuer had recourſc vnto the Rabins, 
bart alwayes to the wordeof the Lorde. God the 
Father crying from heauen, this, ſaith hee,is my 
dearely beloucd Sonne : He ſaith not, heare your 
Fathers, your Grandfathers,or your grearGrand- 
fathers, bur he ſaith, Heare him, euen him. For 
our heauenlye Father wonlde haue his Sonne and 
Ins worde to bee taughte, and to bee beate into 
mens heades in all places. And certainelyc it maye 
not bee doubted of by anye man , bur that that, 
whiche the moſte cxcellente moſt wiſe, and moſt 
louinge father hath giuen vnto vs for our cauſe, is 
moſte excellent, moſt wiſe, and to our reaſons 
moſt profitable. This1s that river of water flow- 
ing abrode mto life cuerlaſting. T his is thatfleſh 
this 15 that blood of Iefus Chniſt, this is that one- 
ly both moſt delicate and moſt whollome foode 

of 
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of our ſoules, with this onely ſworde the deuill 1s 
ouercome, with this onely ſtone Goliah is layde 
along,with this onely Maule the roughneſle and 
hardnes of harts is ſottned & ouercom. And were 
itnot for this, neither coulde religion florithe, 
nor faith bee confirmed, or the Churche keeprte, 
within the l1mites of her dutie. Calle to remem- 
brance , I beſcech you for the lordes ſake,that as 
ofras the worde of the Lorde languiſhed , howe 
often and into how manye grecvous errors, and 
how great a breakeneck ell 6d the whole peo- 
le fal into, how oft deſpiſe they the mightieſt & 
moſt Jouing God their preſeruer and Father, how 
oft worſhipped they Af. oth, Beliall, the Sunne, 
the moone, Calues and Beaſtes, and tu wn&d awave 
themlelues Grow all religion and godlineſle, and 
puttheir whole hope and confidence in thinges 
moſte 'vaine and filthie . For when as cuerye one 
hatched out of his owne mind a religq10n and ho- 
lyneſle vnto himilelfe, Superſtition and ſuche a 
multitude ofnewe Gods, increaſed ſo ſodenlye, 
that the Prophet was enforced to crie oute, your 
Gods are in number as manye as your cities. For 
when as they had forſaken the truth, life, and re- 
I:910n, what remained, but that they ſhoulde fall 
hedlong 1 into lies,into deſtruction, into vngodlyc 
worſhippings?1 had rather make mention ofthelc 
olde thinges, then to bringe in Exa! nples whaiche 
are freſhe; nd; in memoric . There is none of vs 
that euer was foe blinde, that hee ſawe nor, or ſoc 
blockuh that hee viidettoode nor the calamity of 
tor- 
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former times. Wee haue far gone bey 70nde, not 
onely the ſuperſtition and vanities of the lewcs, 

bur alſo of the Eg1ptians and Grecians, For when 
the authoritie of Counlailes , and the conſpirafie 
of a fewe Biſhops aad monkes ,was placed aboue 
the ſcriptures, when 1t was Jon bted whether the 
Romiſhe Biſhop were a man or a God,and w he- 
ther He coulde finne, when all thinges were 1cfer- 
red to the conſtitutions of men, and nothingeto 
the knowledge of Chriſte, when {ales of pardons 
yowes and matles,were made openly and withour 
all ſhame, when the {acramentes were miſerably 
rorne in pecces,when the worde of God was con- 
demned of frands and herchie, when nothmg was 
lefre ſounde and pure from ſuperſtition,when er- 
ror polleflcd all thinges,andthe truth coulde not 
bee hearde,where then, ot what Churche of God 
was thereeIt was hereſy i in thoſe daics, not that dif 
agreed from the (criprures, bu: from that which 
Iikedatewe Biſhops. Forthe volpel was thurſt in - 
to corners, nothing was left to the rudgement of 
Chriſt. Our gods were not then according, to the 


paber of our citties, but they were as many as we 


had ſtreats,yca amoſt houles.So wereal things vt 

terly out of frame, for that relivion depended not 
on the word of ood, but on the wil of man. Theſc 
horrible calcs,B1 he :ren,may warne vs, that wee 
neuer vnaduti{cdlye depart from the w ond of god. 

And thereof it is that all the (criptures doe moue 
vs fo often and {o diligen; ly e,that wee neither ad 
anye thing to the word oft;od , nor take ought 
racre_ 
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therefrom,nor that wee bowe to the right hande 
or thelefte. Neither woulde the Lorde that wee 
ſhoulde bee Princes and Iudges, but meſſengers 
and miniſters of his worde. Forlooke what (cr- 

ucth to our {aluation and vnro godlyneſle al thar 
hath god himlclfe fer downe in his lawes. For the 
holy ic ripture, as Paule ſaith, inſpired by God,1s 
profitable to doQtrine,to reproue,to corretion, 

co inſtruction, that the man of God may bee per- 
tet, in(trutted ro euery good work:that the man 
of God ſaith he,may be perfet and ſound,and as 
far as is requiſite either to godlineſle or maners, 
that. he ſhould in cuerie reſpe&t be perfeQly fur - 
niſhed:and nowel praye you what ſhoulde God 
his embaſlador bring forth vnto god his people 
rather then the word of g0d:He that is an embaſ- 
Adorin ciuile affairs, 1f perhaps he ſay any thing 
beſide that whiche is commaunded him,he 1s ac- 
cuſed that he hath not don his embaſſage right- 
Iy,he is called to his triall, he is ———_—_ ypon jife 
and death, and why doe not we with like hdelyty 
handle the word of God:But too too, good God, 
roo too ſecure a minde , my brethren, too , roo 
ſecure a minde bee wee of . And as though men 
alone could not be deceaued,fo do we hold fo do 
wee defend that alondy,which is come from our 
forcfathers. There were among the Iewes manyc 
murtherers,theeues and adulterers , and yet did 
not Chriſte enue cither more often or more bit- 
terlye againſt anie then againſt the Phariſeis and 
Scribes, you bicake, fi hee the commaunde- 
ment 
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ment of god for your owne traditions. In vaine 
doe you worſhip me, teaching dottrines and the 
rome of men. They are blinde guides of the 
linde-Harlots & finners ſhal go mto the king - 
dome of God before you. Howe often,anc with 
what wordes , doeth the Lorde inthe Propuets 
complaine of this:Be aſtoniſhed ye heavens, faith 
he,My people hauc done two cuils, they haue tor 
ſaken me,the fountaine of living water,and haue 
digped vnto themſelues broken Ceſternes, which 
canne holde no waters. What 1s chafte compa 
rcd with Wheate? what is the raſhnefle of men, 
compared with the c:zernall will of God? For Ba- 
fill doeth ſay, that that man,which darerh pur to 
ortake awaye anic thinge ſrom the ſcriptures of 
god,is either a feeble chriſtian, or a notable arro= 
oantfcllow. To put to the word of god the inucn 
tions of men, what othcr thing may it ſcem;, then 
to iningle new wine,not with old wine, but with 
wine that 15 dead,and with lees or dreggevandto 
10yne light with darkenefle, a wile Bealt with 2 
man,a man with god: My thoughtcs ar not your 
thoughtes , nor my way-s arc Bot your Wayes, 
ſaith the Lorde:for looke how tar the heauenas 
from the earthe, ſofarre are my waics from your 
waies, and my thoughtes trom your thoughtes. 
Nay ratherlooke how tare a man 1s diſtant from 
godſo farre is the vnderftanding of man diltante 
rom the worde of God, 
For although verie much by tic 1ndgement of 
all men 15to bee giuen, ro the Faghers , yer were 
they 
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they men, and alſo might erre, truche, toſpeake 
nothing elſe ot them, they did oftentimes verie 

ill agree among themſelucs, about verie great & 

weighric matters. But the word ofGod is ſure,8 

firme,and certaine,& appointed for euerie time. 

Peter would haue this kind of learning to bede- 

lmered vnto the people in a Sermon. And he that 

wall hauc doinges(herem)with the people, muſte 

firſt be1nſtruCted himſelte with the word of god, 
that he may vtter the word as inſpired with an he 
ucly power.O ut Peter wer now aliue, whatwould 

he ſay,or rather what wouide hee not ſaye,ſceing 

that religion, godlines, the ſcriptures,are all paſ- 
ſed into the inventions and dreames of men? that 
1s only in queſtion at theſe daies, whether the cuſ- 
romes of men are rather to bee retained , or the 
lawes of God : That alone hath moued theſe tur- 
moiles,that hath ſtirred thewhole world, whether 
more credite 15 to bee $iven ynto a man,or vnto 
God.I knoyy that theſe thinges ſeeme newe to the 
moſt of you, and not to be beleived:but put from 
you, I beſeech you, your affeftions,& the opinion 
of thinges which you haue alreadie conceaved, & 
you ſhall well perceaue, thatT faine nothinge for 
the times ſake, but that I ſpeake the thing it ſelfe. 
Chriſt hath ordained the holy communion in re- 
membraunce ot himfelte: men do neither retain= 
anie remembraunce of Chriſte,nor yet Commu- 
nion, but haue chaunged all the whole matter 
into a gay ſhewe,and almoſt a {tage playe.Chriſte 
ſaith, Yee ſhall haue rhe poore alwaics with you, 


bur 
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Þur me- ye ſhal not baue alwaies,l leaue the world 
and go to my father : It is expedient for you that 
Igo aw aic:and Chriſt ſpake this, not ct his god - 
heade,wherwith he was equall to the father,or 0 
his heauenlie nature, but of his bodie : Mca fave, 
that Chriſte neither bath with his bodze lefte the 
worlde, nor yet gone from hence to hs Father. 
Paule ſaith that Chriſte 1s 1 keauen at tie righte 
hande of the Father, Peter ſaith in the at. of the 
Apoſtels. Heauen muſte hold him varill therime 
thatall thinges are reſtored: Men ſaie,that the bo 
dycof Chriſte is in heauen and in cearth boath at 
once, and is diſperſed into ay infinite multuruie 
of places, at one time. Paule faith,that Chriſt lath, 
once entred into the holy places,& hath with one 
onely ſacrfice, and one oblation, made perteC a!l 
thinges : Mea ſaie, that they can facrifice Chriſt 
himlelfe againe cuery dav,not onely for reinem- 
braunce ſake, bur in very decede and rhar in ipfinit 
places.Chriſt faith,thou ſha't worſhip the Lorde 
thy god,& lum only thou ſhalt ſeruc: Men wor- 
Nip the Euchariſt,alack the while, being nierher 
Lord norGod, buta ſacrament ct the Lord, with 
out authoritic of theſcriptures,or example of the 
Apoſtles,and that as God, For by the luung god [ 
beſceche you conſider in your mindes brethren, 
whocuer, I will not ſaic of ri.c Apoſtels , but of 
the holic tathets hath cither worthiped the facra- 
ment himſelfe,or hath ſhewed it forth tro bewor 
ſhipped of others 1 ice that I ipeake theſe things 
hot before ghe common ſorte of men, but before 
| E theny 
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them who are profoundlie learned, 1 appeale t6 
all your conſciences,I will vſe in this matter your 
owne teſtimonie. Chriſte hath commannded rhe 
ſacrament to be delinered whole: Men hane torne 
the ſame afrer a m1ſerablemaner , Chriſte willed 
that nothing thoulde bee added to bis lawe: Men 
doenot onelie adde manic thinges, but theſame 
they prefer before the worde of G OD. pur whie 
ſhouldel recken vp more? This onelic wil I ſpeak 
& that only in a word, they which brought in tran 
ſubſtantiations,maſles,calling vpon Saintes, ſole 
life, purgatorie,images,vowes,trifles, follies,ba- 
bles,into the Cds of God , haue delivered 
newe thinges, and whiche the Scriptures nener 
hearde of. Wharſocuer they crie or crake, they 
bringe nota iote out of the worde of God . And 
theſe,as I haue ſaide, are the thinges wherewith 
the Churche of God at theſe daies are difquiered;. 
Vppon theſe lieth the watche and warde of the 
Church. Theſe they honour in ſteed of the ſcrip- ' 
tures,& force them to the people in ſtecde of the 
worde of God:ypon theſe: men repoſe theirfalua 
tion, and the ſumme of religionto be grounded, 
And that which is much more greuous,notwith- 
ſanding art this preſent by the greate goodnes of 
God, re}191on 15 reſtored almoſte to her former 
dignirie and light, yerpoore and pitiful ſoulles ' 
they ſer greate ſtore by theſe thinges, they to the 
aSaine,and teache them,as though without them 
;eChurche conld nor be in ſaftie. O if the word 
of the Lorde mighte bee heard, among ſo manie 
clamours 
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tutions of men,have milerably perverted althings 
.1naltimes,let vs, my bretheren, vnto whome the 
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damours, and in ſo greate a hurlye burly. If wee 
would ſuffer God himlelfe, to fitte as judge in his 


.owne calc, the matter would be pafled over with 


lefle tumuire a great deale,and more eafily gh 
if all 

the worſhip of God,all godlyneſle,all religion, be 
Fr out of the word of God. If the inſti - 


officc of teachin g15 aloted,confider how-danpe - 


rous a thynge it 15 to ſpeake, more;and letall,who 
will bee, and will have 'themſelues accounted 


to be Chriſtians, remember how daungerous- a 
thing its to beleeve more. And if hk 

this whole number;whiche hath given himſelfe rs 
.anye other kinde of life, yer Jet him confider thar 


eany of 


thele thinges belong vnto ham, ſo that if hee ney- 
ther can, nor will teach, yet let him dilligently & 
attentivelye,heare him that ſpeaketh, & geve God 
thanks-ghat he hath happened on thoſe tzmes, in 
whiche he may heare the word of God freely and 


purely. Let ys not bee wedded to muche to oure 


owne wit, ictys not bee wedged too much to rhe 
Fathers and Forefathers. Let vs not yoaduiſedlye 
think that mea are (o lackily borne, thar whatſo- 
ever thy lay,they cannot erre. When we ſhall bce 
placed bctorethardread ul iudgement ſeate, when 
all things ſhall burne,and the Angels of God ſhall 
tremble,to what Fathers, to what decrees of oure 
Forefathers,ſhall we wretches then appeale? Wee 
fhall then baue refuge to Chriſte alone, then ſhall 
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tre vfe the ayde and word of Chriſt alone. Wher- 
fore letvs not be of ſo ſecure a mind in ſo greare 
2 matter. Our life, our ſoule, our ſaluation 13 the 
thing in hande. The heavenly Father offreth him'- 
{clfe vnto vs,and of his owne accord meeteth vs. 
Icuſs Chriſte crycth out,and calleth everye one of 
vs: Come vnto me all ye which are grecved and 
will refreſh vou. How blind be we | Jani ſcenot, 
howe blockiſh if wevnderſtand not, how miſera- 
ble if we runre from this? Where ſhall the worde 
of Chriſt be heard, if it cannot be hearde amon 
Chr:ſtiavs,where ſhall it be heard? Lerys once yer 
open, bretheren,let vs open our eyes, that it 
a be ſpoken againſt on tubborneſſe, herfore 
'you heare not, becauſe you bee not of God :and 
that thatſaving of Eſayas be not conneniently ap 
plicd againſtevs, the hart of this people is waren 
grofie, and they haue hardlye hearde with their 
earcs, and they haue cloſed their eyes, leaſt they 
ſhould ar anye time ſee with their eyes, and heare 
with their cares, and vnderſtand with their harte, 
and they ſhould be conuerted, and I ſhould heate 
them. And what Iſhoulde ſpeake more, before 
Chriſtian men and the Children of God, cencer- 
ning the word of GOD I ſee not. 
Now remaineth that which was pur in the laſte 
prey howe the ſcriptures are to be taught. 
or not onely wiſdomeand fidelrie, but aiſo wiſ- 
dome & foreſight is to te vſed. Therefore ſayeth 
Peter,Jet him not ſpeake one!y, but let him ſpeak 
as the wozds of OO D, Nov yet is it ſufficient to 
-' ; | protellc 
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profefie ontly; and outwardly to ſhewe, thatit is 
the wordaf God which we teach;and with a faire 
Face and earfreſte.countinaunce finge. The worde 
of the Lord: Fot the Iewesaud Turkes and falſe 
Prophets do\3,theyalcry our that chriſt is theuis 
and they a!! reſtrain rrue religion (as belonging) 
ymnto themſelves. ThePhanles & Scribes of thele 
dayes,when' they confirme their own inventions 
and referre all things to the Apoſtels as their aus 
thors,and do wreſte the word of God,yet do they 
cry nothing either ofteer, or more inipormunatly, 
then,the worde of the 'Lord . But Chriſt hath not 
taught diffimnlation and Hipocrifie - Hee rather 
reacheth this, that Paſtors may haue in mind thar 
they repreſent the perſon of Chriſt :thas they. bes 
ing induced through the greatnelle and worthy- 
neſle of the thing it ſelfe, may ſoxeverentlye doe 
their office, that all men may perceaue, rhat iris a 
keavenly bufineſſe whicke they ao” 0” i 
them. For the [mage'of God himſelf: niufte ſhine 
an him that js the- Miniſter of God, Andifthe A- 
_ had nor ſo ſed themſelyes, they had never 
yed the foundations of Religion : there woulde 
never any haue lefr-their Aultars, their Sacrifices, 
their friers, 29d their godsthemſtlves;to bane ben 
of the opiriion of a fewe fiſhers. They cotinted all 
that they had as nothing,in compariſon of Chriſt 
Teſus . When they- were taunted, they taunted 
not agnine, when they were condemned to Pry- 
{ons,and Friers, they never ceaſed to g1ue thanks, 
they alwaics greatly reioyced, for thatthev were 
afflicted 
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affliited with all maner of puniſhments for chriſt 
his fake. There was io them ſuch vprighteneſle of 
hart, ſuch modeſtic, ſuche ang whatſocver 
_ ſayd,others were aſhamed to ſpeake againſte 
it.Evenſo bretheren our life ought to ſhine, that 
as oftc as we ſpeake, we may ſeeme to ſpeake the 
wordes of God, For we are the Salte of the carth, 
weare the light of the world, we are tha: Citie lex 
vpon a Fhill, all tnens eyes are faſtened on vs, what 
foever wedo,ſtraight way example is taken to 
the bike, -It is a burden of greate difficultic and 
weighte that we haue taken.ypon vs. Which ui w 
would all well weighe, the courſe of the Golcl 
would not be ſo hindred, the word of God would 
not be ſo much neglefted. For when as we profes 
God with our mouth, bur denye him with oure 
deeds, 'we fraye away the ynlearned multitude by 
Our le my religion, andthe thang that of 
al other 19 moſt devine, wedefale,not with yapure 
with ynpure manners., $a for our (ak: 
is godinefſe difpited, for oute ſake is the truthc 
contemned;for oute ſake is the maicſtic of God 
empayred, Thele things, brechereo,are diligent 
ro be conſidered, & carncltly to be regarded of vs. 
For if we liucfiltbily and wickedly;and bringe in; 
to the Pujpit nothing/bur a rolling of the rongus 
and im cie; whatſocver we ſpeak, we ſpeak is 
not,cither as it ſhould, or elſe as the words of god 
But to the cnde the word of the Lorde maye bee 
hand!cd according to the worthines therof, rwo 
thinges principally aze by vs go be gaken heed of: 
the 
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the one that we be not weakned norfeble by fear 


the other, that out of the'goſpell we reape no tote 


or peece of praiſe ynto our ſelues . A preachercs 
mind muſt be prepared & diligetly fenfed agamſt 


cither of theſ=:For the golpel & the word of god, 
excepte it beeftiflie and manfullie vpholden and 


rhaintained, neither will ſerue the goſpell northe 
word of Sod. For error is fearefull, baſe, & qua- 


king,it fearerh all thinges it dreadeth al things,it 


Ajeth fight, & light: butthe truth, and the truthe 
of the goſpel of Ieſus Chriſt,never abaſeth it ſelfe 
never flatereth any,diflembleth nothing, fayneth 
nothing,is vnfearfull, free, bold to ſhew her face, 
& high. Wherfote as long as we ſpeake the truth, 
lJetnot the force or authoritie of anie man make 
vs afraide. Let vs call to mind that we are the Em<- 
bafſadors & meſſengers of God. Lette vs call to 
mind that God hath geven vs power to ſpeak .For 
what courage doth not Chrilt make vs, when hee 
promiſerh ic he wilbe the revenget of the iniu- 
ry don vnto yghe, faieth he that difpiſeth you, dif 
piſeth me, he which hurteth you, hurreth the ſight 
of my cye,wherforelJet vs ſpeak, not diſſembling 
ly notdarkly, as did the Phariſcs, but freelic and 
plainly as having authority, as meete itis that the 
words of God ſhould be vrtrered. 

But nevertheleſle moderation muſte be vſed; thar 
wedo not ynlcaſonablic touch or ſpore the good 
name & fame of others. For then we ſhall ſe.m to 
taunt or raile,and to handle our own cauſe, rather 


$hea 50 teach the word of the Lord, But it becom 
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Wa theſeruaunt of ty lord. tg'be modeſigand 
cir Re, not to blabbe out,any thing raſhly 
or cockiſhly: leaſt we may ſcem to ſa ap 
of rhe holy pylpir, but cur of the care, neither yet 
co hauc cited the goſpell, but to haue brought vp 
againe the old manner of Commoedities, | 
T he nextthivg is that a preacher haue nottogreat 
a conceit of himſclſe, bur that he think thar, that 
function & office hapened ynto him from aboue 
from God,that he ſhould diſcharg his dutie dili- 
gentlye & with verie greatfeare,& that he ſhould. 
think that he is occupied not in bis owre buſines. 
but in gods buſines.So Paule faith he is nothing: - 
IThon cneth that hee is vaworthy to pull off the: 
ſhocs of Meſl1as:And therfore to abate arogancy 
they ar in the holy ſcriptures caljed not Princes, 
not Magiſtrats,not Rulers,not Kinges, but ſte - 
wards, bailiffes, preachers or criexs, muniſters,ſer- 
vaunts, to the end thar foralmuch as we doe this 
geare in the,bchalte of an other, wee ſhoulde nor 

row proude for an other bodies praiſe, Forthe 
my h not therfore commirted his talent yn- 
eo vs,that we ſhould convert it to our own com. ' 
modirie. For he would riot haue vs preachers and ' 
criers of our own wit & (kill, but of has will,nea- 
therdo we for anye other cauſe caric about this 
ercaſure inearthen veſlels,then for tbat it ſhould 
be the-brightneſle and cleare light of the power 
of GOD. : 

I willnot ſtayevou with any more words. Ye 
have beard ghay a preacher mult ſpeak both oft,&. 


our 


4 4 1ty "mon, 


and Gur of theworde of God, and alfo grauelye & 
modeſtlye.: Wee Brerheren,eyther are Preachers 
or will be Preachers : lette ys beare in minde thay 
theſe things belonge tovs, and that Saynte Peter 
ſayth to vs. Hee that ſpeaketh let him ſpeake as the 
wordes of GOD. There 15s neede not onely of our 
dilygence bur alſo of prudencye and fidelitye. 
Wherefore whatſoever wee are able by nature, 
whatſocver by counſayle, whatſoever by witand 
cunning, letys beſtowe itall to ſerue the Church 
of God. Weearec the Stewardes ofthe houſe of 
God:let vs notdifipate and fcatter the bouſhoulde 
of God. If wee be the Apoſtles of God,let vs ſhewe 
Apoſtolicall mindes. If wee bee the Brethercn of 
Chriſt ler vs heare Chriſt,let vs fcede his Lambes, 
let vs feede his ſheepe, let vs go, let vs preache, let 
vs reache. The vniverſall worlde ſcemeth a good 
while ſince to traveile of Chrift, let vs caſt aboutc 
our eyes bretaeren. How great is the barueſt cve- 
rie where, howe fewe bee the Reapers? And this [ 
ſpeake vnto the:n of whome there is ſome good 
hope. It there be any that laugh at theſe things, or 
mocke them, why thoultde 1 hope that they wall 
heare me,who will not heare Chriſt himſelfe. Let 
the calanitie of owvr Bretheren move vs, lette tlic 
curle ot God move vs (namely) Curled is he that 
doth the worke of the Lord neghgentlyc, let that 
moſt greevous threatning moue v+(namcly rk cur 
bloo4 will I require at thy hand. Let vs prepare 
our {elucs ro that moſte [weete vovee and {(peaciic 
of Chiiſie (namely) Well done Surumume, Goe 
In 
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Ii. Letvs ſpeake in ſeaſon and our of ſeaſon, lets 
| ri pope of the Lord, Letys ſpeak as the 
* | wordes of the Lorde,tharGodes prayſe maye beg 

| ſctte foorthe in all thinges by Iefus Chriſte 
**. eato whome bee all Glorye and 
Imperie for ever and 'eveT 
AMEN. 
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